Testes alterations in pubertal benznidazole-treated rats.
To determine the side effects of benznidazole, an antiparasitic chemotherapeutic agent against chagasic infection, rats were treated with 80 mg benznidazole kg-1 day-1, p.o., for 30 days, while controls received the vehicle. Treated animals developed severe testicular atrophy (0.25 +/- 0.02 g/100 g vs 0.44 +/- 0.02 g/100 g for the controls), though plasma testosterone level, relative weight of seminal vesicles and prostate were similar to those of the controls. Histological examination of the testes revealed a statistically significant alteration in the spermatogenic process with a marked decrease in the frequency of meiosis, number of tubular sections with mature spermatids and depletion of germinal epithelium.